PRESS RELEASE
Sept. 19, 2018

Framatome and Entergy sign contract for accident
tolerant fuel coated cladding delivery to ANO
Framatome signed a contract with Entergy to deliver and insert lead use fuel rods that utilize chromium-coated rods
into Unit 1 at Arkansas Nuclear One (ANO). Chromium coating is a feature of the accident tolerant fuel design that
Framatome has been developing for several years as a part of the Department of Energy’s (DOE) Enhanced
Accident Tolerant Fuel (EATF) program. This work also builds on several years of collaboration with its European
partners, CEA and EDF in France, as well as Goesgen Nuclear Power Plant in Switzerland. Entergy will insert the
lead use rods in fall 2019.
“Our team has decades of experience researching, developing and advancing nuclear fuel technologies,” said Bob
Freeman, vice president of Contracts and Services for the Fuel Business Unit of Framatome in the U.S. “Our
enhanced accident tolerant fuel design builds on this experience and provides operators more time to respond in
the event of an emergency, while improving fuel performance during normal operations.”
The addition of a chromium coating to the fuel's existing alloy cladding offers advantages, including improved
resistance to oxidation at high temperatures, reduced hydrogen generation in accident conditions, and increased
wear and debris resistance in normal operations.
“Maintaining operational excellence, while safely producing low-cost, carbon-free electricity, is at the core of what
we do at Entergy,” said John Elnitsky, senior vice president, Engineering and Technical Services at Entergy
Nuclear. “These chromium-coated rods will not only help improve fuel reliability for our customers but will also
advance this important technology for our industry.”
Since 2014, the experienced experts at Framatome have driven the company’s program, building on the collective
knowledge, skills and expertise of nuclear professionals from utilities, U.S. and French Institute national labs,
universities and industry organizations around the world. Support from DOE has allowed Framatome to significantly
beat its initial target of 2023 to deploy this technology, further protecting and advancing nuclear power.

Framatome is a major international player in the nuclear energy market focused on designing, building, maintaining and advancing the global
nuclear fleet. In North America, Framatome Inc. combines U.S. and Canadian leadership to deliver innovative solutions and value-added
technologies to support the operation of the commercial nuclear fleet and prepare for the next generation of nuclear power plants. Leveraging the
expertise of its 2,300 North American employees, Framatome Inc. is helping its customers improve the safety and performance of their nuclear
plants and achieve their economic and societal goals.
Join the energy conversation with Framatome Inc. on Twitter: @FramatomeUS, Facebook: @FramatomeUS and LinkedIn: @Framatome.
Framatome is owned by the EDF Group (75.5%), Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (MHI – 19.5%) and Assystem (5%).
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